INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASEINGTON

INVESTIGATION NO. 28667

THE CHICAGO, SCUTH SHORE AND SOUTH PEND
RATLROAD COMPANY

REZPCRT IN RE ACCIDENT
JEAR HAIRICYD, IND., ON

JANUARY 23, 1943
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Railroad:

Date:

Locetion:

Kind of accident:
Equipment involved:
Trein number:
Engine number:

Coneist:

Speed:

Operation:

Track:

Hignway:

Weatner:
Time:
Casvaltlies:

Cause:

- 2 - Inv-26867

STMMARY

Cnicago, Soutn Snore and Soutn Bend
January 23, 1943

Hemmond, Ind.

Collision witn motor truck
Passenger traln ¢ Motor truck

21

Electric nmotor 106 @

S cars : Tractor, two
trallers
0b m. p. n. : 2-25 m. p. n.

Timeteble, train orders and
autonnatic block-gignal system

~ - =0

Double; &  curve; 0.65 percent
ascending grade eastward

Tangent; crogses tracks at
ancle of 48°942': level

Clear

Abovut 1:48 p. m.

1 killed; 5 injJured

Acecident caused by motor truck
being driven upon nignway grade

crossing immediately in front
of approacning treln




INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMIZSSION

THVESTIGATICN NO. 2667

II" THE MATTER OF MAXKING ACCIDENIT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UMDZR TFE ACCIDENT REPCORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE CHICAGO, SOUTH SHORE AND SCUTH BEND
RAILROCAD COMPANY

March 2, 1943.

Accident near Haimond, Ind,, on January 23, 1943, caused
_‘!. ) _t._l ’
oy motor truck being driven upon nighway grade cross-
inz immediately in front of egpnroacning train.

1
REPCORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON:, Commissioner:

On Jznuary 238, 1943, there was a colllsion between a
pasgenger train and a motor truck on the Cnicago, South
Snore snd Soutn Eend Rallroad at a nignway grade crossing
near Hamrond, Ind., wnicn resulted in tne deatn of one em-
ployee, oand tone injury of four passengers and one pedestrian.

londger autnority of section 17 (2) of tne Interstate Com-
merce Act thne above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Cormission to Commigsioner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tne railroad on wnicn thnis accident occurred extends be-
tryraar Tanmadnrnoctanm T ] Qg a T man A T am A A A2t A AP
uErcc;ix DOIL DLl UUJ.J., .L_L_l_., Al O ULl —)UILLL’ J.IlU.._, ad UlbualiCe Ol
75.6 miles, and 1s equipped with an overncad catenary system
for tne elcectric propuleslon of trains. Between Chicago and
Kensington trains of tne line involved arc operated over a line
of tne Illinois Central Reilroad. In tne lmmediate vicinity
of tane poiant of accident tnis is a double-track line over wnich

trains are operated by timetable, train orders and an automatic
block-signal system. Tne accident occurred on tne easgtward main
track at o point 4.5 miles east of the station at Hammond, Ind.,
waere thne rallroad is crossed at grade by State Hignway 91%2.
Aoproacning from tne west on the le1POdd taere are, in suc-
cession, a 2° curve to the rignt 1,250 Teet in lengtn, a tangent
2,220 feet and a 39 curve to tne left 624 feet to tne moint of
acoident and 996 feet beyond. At the point of accident tae
grede Tor east-bound trailns is 0.85 vmercent ascending. Hi~avay
912 Crosses the tracks abt an angle of 48°42!'. Aporoascaing from
tnc norta the nignway is tangent a considerable distance to the
s}

~mntAant *tea ocral e

croes Ln, and beyond. At the noint of accident tne grace 1
level. Tae nignway and the crossing are 18 fest wide. The
nignway 1ig surfaceﬂ witn concrete and the crossing witn aspnalt.
Tre crogsing 1s well maintained.

An advence warning nicnway-crossing sigr is located 325
Teet norta of tne crossing end & feet west of the nigaway. This
slzn 1s a disk 15 incnes in diameter mounted on a mast and bears
tne letters "R. R." and a cross in black. This sign is 5 feet
1ign. Tne crossing is protected on eacn side of the tracks by
flasning-licnt signals. The signal governing south-bound traf-
fic is located in tne nortawest angle of tre interscction at a
point 20 feet north of tne center-line of tnc weetward main
track and 6 feet 5 inches west of tane nignway. On tne mast of
tnis signel a‘crocs buck sign is mounted 13 feet 6 incncs above

the lcvel of tne pavemuiu, and bcars the words "RAILROAD
CROSSIDG " A horizontal bar, at eacn end of whicik » red light

© inches in dlameter is attached, is mounted on tue mest 8 feet
6 incnes above the level of the pavement. A verticel sign,
attacned on the mast and between the red lignte, displeys
througn a red lens the letcters "STCOP" when the signal is oper-
ated. Tne signels are ~ctunted wnen on east-bound train reacnes
o point 1,865 feet west of the crossing. Wnhen the flesning-

lignt signal 1s being operated a bell on o sigaal mast in the
souctaeast angle of tane crossing rings.

A crossing-wnistle sign for east-bound traine is locrced
785 feet west of the crossing.

-

Operating rules read in port es rollows:
14. Engine Wnistle Signals.

Note:--Tne gignols prescribed are illus-
trated by "o" for short sounds; " " for longer
gsoundlg., % * ¥
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X Sound. Indic: tion.
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o (1) - o6 0 Approrcning public
j@ croseings at grede. .
1

To be prolonzed or
rep=2ated until
croceing 1ls reacned.
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W Article XIII, of the 1939 Acts ol tne Indi-ne Generel
P -

K Lesembly, reods 1n part as follows:

l(

e

/ SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED

¥ )

i

o GRADE CROSSINGS.

o

1y Sce. 102. Certaln Venicles Hugt Stop at

% A1l Reilroad Grede Croseinge. (=) Tae driver

o
of any motor venicle c-rrying % % % flemmeble
licuids ss 2 cargo or p-rt of a carpo, before
crossing »t grade any ftrecw or trrocks of a rell-
road, snall stop cucnh vealcle within firfty feet,
but not less then ten feet, from tre nenrect roil
of sucn rallrord ond wnile so sto;mei, snell
listen througn on open window or door nnd snoll
look in botn directic.ae aleng sucn or~ck Tor ony
rnoroacning traiin, and for sipgnele indlestinge

w-¢ apdroscn ot a train, ¥ ¥ % »ono cnnll not nro-
ceed until ne can 4
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I the immedlate viecinity of tie point of accident tne
meximum autnorized speed for tne treip inv-lved 1s 40 miles
per qaovr.

IR

Deacrintion of Acecident

e

k)

)

%\ No. 21, en ecsgt-bownd firet-clage p¢sesnger train, coa-
i sisted of tnree multirle-unit cnre, one comprriment cor ond
» orte multinlie-unit cer, 1. re oréer nirmcd.  All c-ore were of
Y ctecl construction. Thnic in e oprrated Irom tne control

stetion cf -lectric motor
elr-brake Test wasg medc tn
20.9 mil=s vecat of Eammord, ot 1 p. m., rccordirg Lo the dis- |
peteher's record of rovemont of troing, on time, pessed Hornmon
ct 1134 p. ., 2 minuteg 1lat., and while movines »t on ectirated
gpeed of 550 mlles per cour i1t colllded with o motor truck on a
algnway #rade crossing 4.5 miles ecet of tre =trtion ot Hrmmond.
Tne brekes of lo. 21 funeticned properly =n route.
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ont unit. After o toerminal
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Tne motor truck involved conegilsted of » tr-ctor, o semi-
treiler and a full-treiler, in thne order nemed. This equipment
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was owned and onerated by the Rogers Cartage Company, Caicago,
I11. Thne driver, wno was the sole occupant, neld Indiana
cnauffeur's licenee No. 140257. Tne tractor was a 1941, cab-
over-engine, S-cylinder, International K3-8-COE model, and

bore Indiena license llo. 8-857 for 1942, Its weignht was 2,000
pounds. It was equinped witn dual rear wiicels and wag provided
witn an enclosed steel ceb naving a sleceping berth. The seml-
trailcr was a Fruenauf YO-2-DF model, equipped vita dual rear
vmecls and e steel tank naving e capacity of 4,000 gallons. T¢
vorc Illinols license No. X-1818. Its weignt was 5,900 opounds.
Tne full-trailer wes a Fruchauf YO-2-NDF model, eauipped witn
dual vncels and a stcel tank having a canaclty of 4,000 gallons.
It borc Illinois licenee MNo. 2Z-220. Its wcight was 8,300
pounds. The tractor, the scmi-treiler and the full-traller
vere eculnved witn Yestingnouse air brakes. Tne three units
ned on over-oll length of 41 feet and a total weignt of 25,200
pounc.s. AL tne time of the accident the cergo consisted of
8,150 gellong of gasoline, wnich welgned aoproximately 24,000
pounce. <Ine venicle, moving soutnward on Stete Eilgnway 912,

en rovte from Roby to Gary, Ind., proceedel upon tane crossing
involved ot a speed variously estimeted at 2 to 285 miles per
nour, cad the full-treiler was struck by Yo. 21.

Tnere wosg no vausual condition about the enclosed cab tnet
restricted the vision. A% 2 point on tae hiznwey 425 feet
nortn ol une crossin: involved, tne ariver of a coutn-bound ve-

nicle cen nave en unobsbructed view of a trein aporoacning from
the vegt v » digtrace of sboubt 780 feet.

Tne full-treiler wasg torn loose from the gemi-trailer and
demolisned. Tne wreckage wes coarried in front of the train to
a ooinc 55 feet east of trne ooint of tne colligion wnere it
stoppcd 15 fezt soutn of the erstward main treck. The tank was
punctured and the escrping gasoline bec-me iznited. No. 21
stopped 639 feet east of thne -oint of collision. Tne front end
of tihe [ivrst unlt wos crusned inwaprd scbout 16 1ncncs, and tinis
unit ond tnc sccond unit were badly cemaged by fire.

It ves clear 2t the time of the eccident, wnicn occurred
sbout 1:48 p. m,

Tne cmployce killed weas tne motorman,

Datea

Durirg tnc 30-day ocriod preceding tne day of the r~cecident,
tnere veos a dally svernpe of 74.23 troias over the crossing
involved. During tne 24-nounr neriod beginning at 12:01 ». m.,
Jenuary 28, 1943, 1,£55 automobiles, 175 trucks eond 78 buses
negsed over tne crossing.
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Gey of Msrcn, 1943

Ey the:Commigsior, Commissioner Patterson.

: Y W. P. ZARTEL

(SDAL) .
. Secreteory.



